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Word Pronunciation Definition
Grade
Level

bleak 7 blèk having no life or inhabitants; offering neither warmth nor shelter; 
providing no hope; gloomy or sad; bare or empty; desolate; 
cheerless

brink 8 br½ngk an edge, margin, or border of a steep place; a verge or threshold

departed 7 d½-pär´ t½d left an area; went forth or away

dwell 7 dw�l to live in a place; to reside

folly 6 f¼l´ è foolishness or thoughtlessness; lack of common sense; silliness

inquisitive 9 ½n-kw½z' ½-t½v wanting to know; curious; questioning

kindred 11 k½n´ dr½d relatives by blood or marriage; people of the same racial, ethnic, 
or national background; kin

lore 9 lôr knowledge gained from books, tradition, or experience; a legend; a 
set of ancient stories or beliefs

malice 11 m¥l' ½s the quality of threatening evil; ill will; meanness; nastiness; spite; 
hate; animosity

obstinate 10 ¼b´ stß-n½t resistant to guidance, reason, or discipline; not flexible; stubborn; 
headstrong; unyielding; immovable

obviously 6 ¼b´ vè-ßs-lè clearly; plainly; apparently

ominous 11 ¼´ m½-nßs threatening; menacing; foreshadowing, suggesting or warning of, 
danger, evil, or ill-fortune; arousing fear or dread; scary or 
frightening; sinister

pinnacle 10 p½n' ß-kßl a high pointed structure on the top of a building; a top or summit; 
the highest point; a peak

recounted 12 rè-koun´ t½d told again in detail; told or narrated the particulars of; told a story

waning 9 wà' n½ng fading or weakening; diminishing or decreasing; failing or sinking; 
declining; becoming less or worse

Pronunciation Key
Examples Examples Examples

b bed
ch chalk, catch, question
d
f
g
h
hw
j
k
l
m
n
p
r
s

drawer, could
fish, rough, graph, calf
great, guest
happy
where
jump, giraffe, bridge
ankle, cat, rack, chasm, quiche
lemon, needle
rhyme, hymn, tomb
nice, know, gnat
pet
red, wrist, rhyme
sister, cent, psalm, science

t toy, debt, thyme, receipt sit, dessert½
th
ª
v
w
y
z
zh
sh
¥
à
âr
ä
¤
è

think
than
savage
with, while
yes
zebra
leisure, genre
shut, motion, chandelier, issue
bad
hate
care, hair, wear
father, are
fetch, head
be, seat, receive

ì
îr
¼
ò
ô/ôr
oi
‡
†
ou
¾
ûr
y†
ß
ßr

slide, pie
pier, hear, miracle
hot, conscious
hope, boat, row
caught, raw, for, war
noise, boy
book
tool
found, how
cup, rummage
fur, heard
cute, beautiful
afar, capable, us
father, fir


